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Kador's paper would have been much more complete had it mentioned some current
inhibitors ofsorbitol formation.
In addition to the article on sugar-induced opacities, Human Cataract Formation
contains thirteen other research papers. The subjects range from calcium and the
physiology ofcataracts to cytoskeletal proteins ofthe aging human lens.
Most ofthe work in the symposium is concise, lucid, and well thought out. The Ciba
Foundation's Human Cataract Formation should be read by anyone interested in the
etiology of lens opacity. Clinicians may find the reading difficult, but the classification
and theory ofhuman cataract change is important not only for the scientist, but for the
ophthalmologist as well.
LouIs GLAZER
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
INTRODUCTION TO CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY. By Marcus M. Jensen and Donald N.
Wright. Englewood Cliffs, NJ, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1985. 529 pp. $28.95.
With the knowledge explosion in medical sciences, recent years have witnessed a
tremendous increase in introductory microbiology textbooks, with a variety of
approaches directed toward a variety ofaudiences. This book, as the authors state in its
preface, follows a clinical approach to microbiology and is aimed toward students in
nursing and other allied health areas who do not have a considerable background in the
rigorous biochemical and biological sciences. It can also serve as a brief and
non-formidable introduction for those students desiring a quick survey of medical
microbiology before undertaking more advanced studies. The authors did not attempt
to make it a comprehensive, authoritative reference, and it is not. Instead they
attempted to give a broad introduction to the science of microbiology, infectious
diseases, and the causative microorganisms ofthese diseases, with special emphasis on
modes oftransmission, diagnosis, treatment, prevention, and control.
The book consists of forty-one short chapters, each followed by a concise summary.
It also includes two appendices and a glossary. The first thirteen chapters are devoted
to the science ofmicrobiology. They start with a brief historical survey, followed by an
unsophisticated review ofmicrobial genetics and physiology. Then there is a discussion
of the methods used in the study and control of microorganisms and, finally, a brief
introduction to host-microorganism relationships relevant to infectious diseases.
The remainder of the book, with the exception of the last chapter, is devoted to a
systematic presentation of microorganisms and the diseases they produce. These
diseases are discussed according to the taxonomic classification of the causative
organisms rather than the anatomic siteofthedisease. Each chapter follows a standard
outline that enables the reader to establish a framework on which to organize the
presented material. A particularly attractive feature of the chapters on microorga-
nisms is the presence of "clinical notes," which consist of short paragraphs describing
an outbreak of a particular disease in the U.S.A. as reported in Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Reports. The book includes a short discussion ofparasitic protozoan
diseases but almost nothing on parasitic helminthic diseases. The coverage of viral
diseases is, however, consistent with the philosophy behind the book.
To conclude, this is a highly readable, nicely illustrated, unsophisticated, introduc-
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health sciences students desiring a comprehensive in-depth exposure to medical
microbiology, but it is suitable as an introductory volume for students in the allied
health sciences who will not have a primary role in the management of infectious
diseases.
TARIK M. RAMAHI
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
CLINICAL GASTROENTEROLOGY. Edited by Richard G. Farmer, Edgar Achkar, and
Bertram Fleshler. New York, Raven Press, 1983. 614 pp. $60.50.
This text represents the work of a group of clinicians in the fields of adult and
pediatric gastroenterology and general and colorectal surgery who have set out to write
". . . a book reviewing the present status ofclinical gastroenterology in a practical way,
founded on a background of up-to-date physiology, biochemistry, and pathology ...
[for] use in approaching the patient with gastroenterologic disease." From the first
chapter, cryptically entitled "Sore Mouth-Bad Taste" to the more mundane "Benign
and Malignant Tumors ofthe Liver," the 20 contributors to Clinical Gastroenterology
pool their expertise. The first section of the text deals with presenting symptoms and
signs, while the final 32 chapters cover more specific organ-related illnesses.
On the whole, the numerous chapter authors have achieved an amazing degree of
concordance in both style and breadth, and the text reads smoothly. Considerable
emphasis is placed on tables both of the inclusive differential diagnosis type (e.g., in
sore mouth-bad taste) and of the comparative type (e.g., separation of chronic
hepatidities), sure to please both lumpers and splitters. Line drawings and radiographs
are excellent and well-labeled, although one could take exception to the repetition of
the Whipple procedure diagrammed in both chapters 43 and 44. Summaries of
experience with patient groups at both the Cleveland Clinic and elsewhere are
presented concurrently, although one gets the impression that the local data are
somewhat superior. Reference lists are concise, with what appear to be mostly review
articles. Particularly well covered were the medical and surgical managements of
inflammatory bowel disease and pancreatic neoplasia. Less attention was devoted to
liver disease, with only marginal coverage of hepatitis vaccine, the etiologies of
porto-systemic encephalopathy, and newer modalities for treating established cirrho-
sis. Given the surgical emphasis of other sections, one would have expected at least
some discussion ofvarious shunting procedures used in portal hypertension.
In general, however, this text accomplishes its purpose well. It would be an excellent
addition to any medical generalist's library or as a reference for physicians in
training.
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